
Putting the fun in fundraising 

Games like raffles, sweepstakes and charity lotteries can all be great ways to
put a little fun in your fundraising. They’re also some of the most regulated
areas of fundraising. We’ve created this handy guide to help you make sure
that your fundraising is safe, fair and legal.

Why is following the rules important?

Raffles, lotteries and other forms of gambling are regulated by the Gambling
Commission. The Gambling Commission’s objectives are:

Preventing gambling from being a source of crime or disorder, being
associated with crime or disorder or being used to support crime. 
Ensuring that gambling is conducted in a fair and open way.
Protecting children and other vulnerable people from being harmed or
exploited by gambling.

Holding a raffle as part of another fundraising event

The safest and easiest way to hold a raffle is to hold an incidental raffle. This
means a raffle that is held at another fundraising event. For this type of raffle,
you can use “cloakroom” style tickets. There are some rules which you must
adhere to.

What you must do:

Only sell tickets at the event - anyone at the event can purchase a ticket.
Only take £100 maximum out of the profits of the draw to cover costs and
prizes.
Hold the draw at the event itself. 

What you must not do:

Sell tickets before the event, or to people not attending the event.
Apply Gift Aid to the money - legally, buying a ticket does not count as a
donation
Rollovers are not permitted. 



Holding a raffle outside of a fundraising event ?

Selling raffle tickets outside of a fundraising event will require a license. St
Luke’s Cheshire Hospice holds a Large Society Lottery Licence. This means that
supporters must not register for their own licence. 

To use our Large Society Lottery Licence, you’ll need to keep the following in
mind:

You must be 18 years or above to purchase or sell tickets.
Due to the significant amount of resources and funds required from us, we
ask that you expect your raffle to raise over £5,000 to be able to make use
of our licence. This is due to the high level of compliance we must maintain
for the Gambling Commission. 
Please contact us at least three months before you plan to promote your
raffle. This enables us to put in place an action plan and register your raffle
with the Gambling Commission. We will also explain to you the various
restrictions that apply. 
Please wait for our confirmation before having any materials printed. This
type of raffle will incur higher costs due to rules around ticket printing.

 Please note, we will become the promoter of all raffles run on our licence.

Tombolas

A tombola is a form of raffle in which prizes are pre-assigned to winning tickets.
Typically, numbered raffle tickets are used, with prizes allocated to all those
ending in a particular digit (traditionally a five or a zero). Players pay for a
ticket, which they then draw at random from a hat or tombola drum and can
instantly see whether they have won a prize. 

You do not require a licence to run a tombola however the tombola must take
place during an event. All tickets need to be sold and drawn during the event.



Sweepstakes

Sweepstakes can be run against many major competitions such as horse
races, TV talent shows, sporting events and so on, but you need to bear a few
points in mind: 

Sweepstakes are a workplace/residents’ lottery which means they can only
be run with employees/residents based in one particular residence or
office. 
You must not sell entry on the street or house to house. 
Entries must be drawn at random. 
You need to decide before hosting your competition if the entry money will
be split between the winner and the Charity, or if you are going to have a
separate prize with all entry fees going to the Charity. Whichever approach
you take, participants must be informed before they enter, and the host
cannot make a profit (i.e. funds will need to be donated)

Questions? 

If you’ve got any questions, please talk to our friendly and knowledgeable
fundraising team who will be happy to help you.


